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Rhode Island Recreation and Park 
Association 

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Wednesday, October 18, 2006 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting 
was called to order by Greg Fleury 
at 9:40AM at the West Warwick 
Community Center, West Warwick 
RI 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Greg 
Fleury, Rex Eberly, John LaRue, 
Warren Rensehausen, Paul Duffy, 
Erin McAndrew 
MEETING MINUTES: Rex re-
viewed the minutes from the May 
17th and September 2, 2006 meet-
ings. Warren moved to approve the 
minutes, Cheri seconded, the motion 
passed with all in favor. 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Warren 
reviewed the balance sheet to date 
and pointed out the balance of 
$1438.00 was an “in and out for the 
Interscholastic League, Ice Rink As-
sociation.  Cheri made a motion to 
accept the balance sheet, Greg sec-
onded. The motion passed with all in 
favor.  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS RE-
PORT:  
Annual Conference Discussion: 

Paul presented a draft flyer to send to 
vendors which would increase the table 
fee from $75.00 to $150.00.  Greg sug-
gested that vendors should get one free 
meal along with increasing the fee to 
$150.00. Warren moved to accept the 
changes, Cheri seconded with all in fa-
vor. Paul said he would e-mail and send 
a hard copy to all vendors. 
John led a general discussion about the 
schedule of events for the conference. 
Website update: Paul said that confer-
ence flyers have been sent to all mem-
bers. 
He suggested that all member vendors 
should have the ability to link to the 
website. 
ANNUAL CALENDER:  Greg pre-
sented the annual calendar through 
January 2007 as follows: 
              -October 4-6, 2006            
              NPSI, Narragansett 
              -October 18, 2006              
              Board Meeting – Location 
TBA 
              -November, 2006 
              General membership meet-
ing – Location TBA 
              January, 2007                    
              RIRPA annual conference 
-Greg mentioned that we need to final-
ize the balance from the NPSI training 
session and the annual conference.  
-There was a general discussion about 

having the next general membership meet-
ing at Kettle Pond. Rex suggested we coor-
dinate with Johnson and Wales. Warren said 
he would look into that for the December 
meeting. Cheri said she would try to get a 
training video for CEU credits for the meet-
ing.  
MEETING ADJOURNED:  10:11AM 
Greg made a motion to adjourn, Warren 
seconded with all in favor. 
 
The forgoing observations are recorded as 
understood by the writer, who should be 
notified of any provisions or corrections. 
Unless notified to the contrary, these notes 
are presumed to be correct.  
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Erin McAndrew, South Kingstown 
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Paul Duffy 

be able to take vacations like this 
with my family. Over the years, the 
Parks and Recreation staff for the 
Town of Narragansett under Ralph 
Coppa, and Andy Nota, have done 
what other fine departments around 
the state have done – provide for 
well maintained parks and well man-
aged programs. It’s not a secret that 
we do what do because want to. We 
provide what we do because we care. 
              Every parks and recreation 
department have inspiring people 
behind the scenes doing what it takes 
to get the job done. There is one per-
son who also is not able to be there 
in person to accept this award for the 
department and the Town of Narra-
gansett. His name is Maury Loont-
jens. He was a long time public ser-
vant who embodied the word recrea-
tion. He helped our staff accomplish 
many of these goals they had been  

 set. He was a true friend to recreation. 
He would have loved to have been there 
today at Alton Jones accepting this 
award. He was the Town Manager up 
until October of last year when he 
passed away after a battle with cancer. 
              It is ironic that I am not there 
as well, but doing something he always 
enjoyed – cruising on the high seas 
with family and friends.  So as my staff 
accepts this award, please note I’ll be 
sitting by the pool, in my bright lime 
green polo shirt which Maury gave me, 
toasting the staff on this accomplish-
ment of being named Distinguished De-
partment of the Year”! 
              Congratulations to all the other 
award recipients. I look forward to see-
ing you all in 2007 for more wonderful 
recreation events. 
Thank you, 
Barry S. Fontaine 

Fontaine Letter (Continued From Page 3) 
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The RIRPA recently hosted its 
annual conference,  awards 
luncheon  and vendor showcase 
at the Whispering Pines Con-
ference Center on the Alton 
Jones campus of the University 
of Rhode Island. Those of us 
that were at the conference 
were fortunate to enjoy a day of 
networking with our colleagues 
in recreation from the public 
and private sectors in a beauti-
ful setting.  The feedback we 
received from the delegates and 
vendors in attendance was 
overwhelmingly positive.  I 
would like to extend a special 
thank you to all of the vendors 
who supported our conference 
by their participation that day.
Please visit our association 
website and click on the icon to 
see a list of the vendors who 
participated and a link to their 
websites.s  
 
The RIRPA  presented our an-
nual awards during the banquet 

portion of the conference. The 
recipients of the 2006-07 awards 
were the following: Town of 
Narragansett (Department of the 
Year); Andy Nota (Jack Cronin); 
Tom Dorsey (Walter Henry); 
Cathy Larlham and Al South-
wick (Hall of Fame); John 
LaRue (Settimo Ricci); Joe Dias
(Step Up To The Plate) and our 
two scholarship winners, Tom 
Frezza and Jason Licciardi. Con-
gratulations to all of the winners 
on a job well done. 
 
Jason Licciardi is hosting a Pro-
grammers’ meeting on Coventry 
on March 8th.  Jason and Matt 
LaFazia and Bill Mullholland 
will be going over all of the lo-
gistics for the major events com-
ing up this Spring and Summer 
(Pepsi Pitch, Hit and Run, Her-
shey Track and Field, Junior 
Olympics etc…).  It is impera-
tive that any community plan-
ning on participating in any of 
these events send at least one 
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representative from their commu-
nity to this meeting. 
 
There will be a general member-
ship meeting on March 14th.  Time 
and location TBA.  
 
As stated previously, there are 
many events and activities that will 
transpire in the coming months in-
cluding . The Pepsi Pitch Hit & 
Run competition  playground staff 
and training day  Hershey Track & 
Field, etc...  Volunteers are needed 
for these events. Please contact 
Paul Duffy or Jason Licciardi for 
further information. 
 
The RIRPA appreciates your in-
volvement and continued support 
of our efforts to improve and grow 
our Association. 

Mark Your Calendars! 
                        March 8th:  Programmers’ Meeting...Coventry, 10 am 
                        March 14th General Membership Meeting...Time and Location TBA* 
                        April 18th:  Board Meeting...Time and Location TBA* 
                        May 15th:  General Membership Meeting...Time and Location TBA* 
                        *check our website for updated location and agenda information 
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professional. This year, 
NETI offers sessions on 
executive development, 
Therapeutic Recreation, 
citizen development, 
programming, aquatics, 
and student develop-
ment. (excerpted from 
the NRPA website) 
 
This year’s conference 
will take place on March 
25th through he 27th at 
the Radisson Hotel in 
Boston. 
 
Complete details on ses-
sions as well as off-site 
events, lodging, and con-
ference rates can be ob-
tained by visiting the 
NRPA website at www.
NRPA.org and then typ-
ing, “NETI” in the 
search box. 
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Bill Lee 
1-860-227-8641 
wglee@childscape
s.net 

1775 Ocean Street 
Marshfield, MA 
02050 
1-800-648-5257 

The National Recreation 
and Parks Association's 
New England Training 
Institute and Exposition 
(NETI) is the leading 
training event for park 
and recreation profes-
sionals in the New Eng-
land region and beyond. 
The most successful 
leaders from public and 
private business, ad-
ministration, recreation 
and parks, and academia 
present timely informa-
tion and innovative tools 
to advance parks and 
recreation services in 
your community.  
NETI offers exciting 
education opportunities 
in 2007 featuring ses-
sion geared toward to-
day's park and recreation  
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The following is a letter that Barry 
Fontaine, Director of the Narragansett 
Parks and Recreation Department had 
requested be read on his behalf at our re-
cent awards luncheon.  In the confusion of 
the day’s events Barry’s letter was omit-
ted from the program.  We apologize for 
this omission and ask that you all  take 
this opportunity to review Barry’s com-
ments. 
I am sure that many of you know by now 
that I am not able to be with you today as 
part of the conference and awards presenta-
tion. You probably heard that I am vacation-
ing on a cruise line visiting ports of call in 
the Western Caribbean. Well, it’s true. I am 
not going to lie and say “I wish I was with 
you”. But like many of you, I had to make a 
choice….. between a vacation with my fam-
ily or another recreation event for work. 
However, truth be told, I am sorry that I am 
not there to thank you all for this 
“distinguished award”.  
              I am happy my staff is there to ac-
cept the award for the department and the 
Town of Narragansett. For without them, I 
would not  (continued on page 4) 
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Congratulations to all of our 2006/07 RIRPA Award Winners! 

Al Southwick, 2006 Hall of 
Fame inductee 

Cathy Larlham (left), 2006 Hall 
of Fame inductee 

Jason Licciardi, Ralph Coppa 
Scholarship recipient 

John LaRue (left), Settimo Ricci 
Award recipient 

Andy Nota, Jack Cronin Award  
Recipient 

Tom Dorsey, Walter Henry 
Award Recipient 

Joe Dias (left), Step Up To The 
Plate Award Recipient 

Tom Tessitore accepts Department 
of the Year Award on behalf of the 
Town of Narragansett 

Father of Thomas Frezza ac-
cepts Mazulla Scholarship on 
behalf of his son. 

John LaRue (right) introduces our 
keynote speaker, Luke Murray 


